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Pre/Post Activities





GRADE LEVEL: Kindergarten – 2nd Grade

Goal:

To make students aware of different animal coverings and their function.

Objectives:


1.  Students will learn the characteristics of different animal groups.

2.  Students will identify the functions of different types of coverings.

Teks:       

Kindergarten
6a - Sort organisms and objects into groups according to their parts and describe how                   


   the groups are formed.

6c - Record observations about parts of animals including wings, feet, head, and tails.

9a - Identify basic needs of living organisms.

First Grade

6a - Sort organisms and objects according to their parts and characteristics.

6b - Observe and describe the parts of plants and animals.

Second Grade

2a - Ask questions about organisms, objects, and events.

9a - Identify the external characteristics of different kinds of plants and animals that    

        allow their needs to be met.

Pre-Activities:

What Should I Wear?: An animal’s covering (fur, feathers, or scales) can protect him/her from a lot of different things.  Do people have a covering to protect them (we can wear coverings that protect us)?  At the front of the classroom, set out a pair of boots/shoes, a long-sleeve shirt, a hat and sunglasses, a raincoat, and a coat.  One volunteer will put on the protective clothing as you tell your class a story about a hike through the mountains (see example below).  During the story, the students can help the volunteer choose which piece of protective clothing to put on.  Other stories that you can create include a walk on the beach or through the desert. 

	You are going for a hike through the mountains.  Before you begin, what is the first thing you will need and why (boots/shoes to protect your feet)?  You will now start your hike.  As you walk along the trail in the forest, you come to a clearing where the sun is shining brightly.  What will you need to put on and why (a hat and sunglasses to protect your skin and eyes)?  As you continue, the brush gets very thick and is hurting your skin.  What will you need now (long-sleeve shirt)?  As you walk deeper into the woods, you hear a clap of thunder.  What will you need to protect you from the rain (a raincoat)?  Its late afternoon and you have almost made it to the top of the mountain.  The temperature drops and you start to feel cool.  What do you need (a coat)?


After this activity, read Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing by Judi Barrett to your students.  Talk to your students about the different kinds of animal coverings (hair/fur, feathers, and scales).  How do these different coverings help to protect animals (warmth, keep them cool, repel water, protect their skin, camouflage/hiding, etc)?

You Are What You Wear: Different animals wear different coverings.  Do you know what types of animals wear fur, feathers, or scales?  Give your students old magazines, scissors, and glue and create three class collages.  Make one collage for animals that wear fur, one for animals that wear feathers, and one for animals that wear scales.  After you have finished creating the collages, ask your students what animals they found in the magazines and what type covering each animal had.  Display the collages in the classroom.

Undercover Animals: Give each student three cards, each card with a different picture (a bear, a bird, and a turtle).  Give each student glue, a piece of fuzzy fabric (fur), 3 craft feathers (feathers), and 3 pieces of macaroni (scales).  Have your students glue the fuzzy fabric onto the bear, the feathers onto the bird, and the macaroni onto the turtle.  After the cards are completed, hold up an animal picture or state an animal’s name and have the students show the correct “covering card” (fur, feathers, or scales) for that animal. 

Post-Activities:

Fur, Feathers and Scales…Oh My!: Create a class chart with these three headings: Fur, Feathers, Scales.  Provide your students with magazines, glue, and scissors.  Have each student cut out three animal pictures and paste them into the correct covering column on the class chart.  After you have finished creating the chart, use the information to create a simple graph of the results.

On the Wild Side: This activity is a variation of “Simon Says”.  If you say a statement that is true, the students will act like the animal you are talking about.  If the statement is false, the students will not do anything.  If you say “birds have feathers”, have the students flap their arms and tweet.  If you say “snakes have feathers”, the students should not do anything.  If you say “bears have fur”, have the students get down on their hands and knees and roar.  

Create-An-Animal:  Divide your students into pairs.  Give each pair a piece of cardstock and have the students draw a “make-believe” animal.  Provide craft supplies and fabric so the students can design a covering for their animals.  Older students can write a story about their animal, making sure they describe their animal’s covering.  Younger students can dictate a sentence describing their animal’s covering.  As an extension, your students can name their animal and the pictures can be made into a class book.

Vocabulary:
	Backbone
	the column of bones, along the center of the back of vertebrate animals, that protects the spine



	Birds
	any of a class of warm-blooded, two-legged, egg-laying vertebrates with feathers and wings



	Feathers
	covering on the body of a bird; types of feathers include contour (shape), flight (flight), and down (warmth)



	Fur
	the soft, thick hair covering the body of many mammals



	Mammal
	any of a class of warm-blooded, usually hairy vertebrates whose offspring are fed with milk secreted by the female mammary glands



	Quills
	hollow spine on a porcupine that is used for protection



	Reptile
	any of a class of cold-blooded vertebrates having lungs, an entirely bony skeleton, and a body covered with scales or horny plates



	Scales
	any of the thin, flat, overlapping, rigid, horny plates forming the outer protective covering of the body in many fishes and reptiles and of the tails of a few mammals



	Shedding
	to cast off or lose a natural growth or covering, such as skin, scales, hair, etc.



	Shell
	a hard outer covering, such as that of a turtle, mollusk, insect, egg, etc.



	Spines
	any of the sharp, stiff projections on the bodies of certain animals such as a hedgehog or tenrec; smaller than quills



	Vertebrate
	having a backbone or spinal column
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