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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS 
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Pre/Post Activities





GRADE LEVEL: Kindergarten – 2nd Grade

Goal:   

To introduce students to aquatic animals focusing on fish.  

Objectives:

1.  
Learn the characteristics of a fish.
2.  
Understand the difference between fish and other aquatic animals.

Teks:



Kindergarten
2a – Ask questions about organisms, objects, and events.
6a – Sort organisms and objects into groups according to their parts and describe how the 

groups are formed.

6c – Record observations about parts of animals including wings, feet, heads, and tails.

9a – Identify basic needs of living organisms.


First Grade 

2a – Ask questions about organisms, objects, and events.


6a – Sort organisms and objects according to their parts and characteristics.


6b – Observe and describe the parts of plants and animals.

9b – Compare and give examples of the ways living organisms depend on each other for 

their basic needs.


Second Grade
2a – Ask questions about organisms, objects, and events.

5a – Classify and sequence organisms, objects, and events based on properties and 

patterns.

6d – Observe and record the functions of animal parts.

9a – Identify the external characteristics of different kinds of plants and animals that 

allow their needs to be met.

9b – Compare and give examples of the ways living organisms depend on each other and on 

their environment.

Pre-Activities:

Taste Test: Prepare three pitchers of water (salt, fresh, and sugar) before your students arrive.  Give each student a small paper cup and tell them that they will have to taste the water to figure out which type is which.  Pour the salt water into each cup and have the students drink it.  Do you think this is fresh water, sugar water, or salt water?  Get a few answers and reveal what type of water it is.  Tell your students that this water is the type of water found in the oceans, and that many animals can live in it.  Can you think of any animals that live in salt water (fish, whales, sharks, octopuses, etc.)?  Repeat for fresh water (found in lakes, ponds, and streams; frogs, fish, turtles, etc.) and sugar water (no animals live in sugar water, but people can make it for hummingbirds to drink!).

What’s in My Ocean?: Give each student two signs, one will say “Land” (and/or have a picture of land) and one will say “Water” (and/or have a picture of water).  Hold up a series of animal pictures and have the students hold up the correct sign that tells you where the animal can be found.  Discuss each animal and tell the students that they are correct, or tell them where the animal can be found.  Tell your students that sometimes, both answers can be right because some animals live in the water and on land, too (i.e. – some turtles).

Sand Rubbings: Using sheets of rough sandpaper, cut out various aquatic animal shapes (seastar, shark, fish, octopus, etc.) and glue them to cardstock.  Give each of your students a sheet of drawing paper.  Place the paper over the sandpaper animal and, using the side of an unwrapped crayon, rub the crayon over the sandpaper.  The animal shape should be transferred to the drawing paper.  The students can then draw a ‘home’ for their animal.

Post-Activities:

Sea Sort: This activity can be done as a group or individually.  You will need to collect old magazines for this activity, at least 2 per student.  Give each student a chart that has three columns, one for “Land Animals”, one for “Water Animals”, and one for “Land and Water Animals”.  The students will look through the magazines, cut out pictures of different animals, and glue the pictures into the column that describes where that animal can be found.  They should have at least 2 pictures in each column.  If you do this activity as a group, place a group chart at the front of the room and allow students to cut out different animal pictures.  Each student should try to find at least one animal that fits into each column.

Picture This: Make several cardboard cutouts of various sea animals such as fish, seastars, and crabs (or whatever you would like).  Let your students choose one sea animal that they would like to trace onto a piece of white construction paper.  Tell your students that they need to color their animal very dark/hard (press down with the crayon).  After they color the picture, each student will paint over the entire paper with a thin wash of thinned, blue, washable paint.  Let the pictures dry before hanging them or sending them home.  The crayon wax will repel the paint, leaving an interesting effect on the picture.

Am I ‘Fin’ished Yet?: Cut out a large fish body (do not include the head, tail, fins, scales, etc.) that will fit on your dry-erase or chalkboard.  Cut out the different parts on a fish’s body such as fins, a tail, a head, and scales (use sequins or buttons).  Set up the different fish parts in different parts of the room and let your students color the cutouts.  After the cutouts are colored, give each student one part of the fish.  Beginning with the body of the fish, have each student come up one at a time to glue their part onto the fish.  You can display the ‘fin’ished fish in your room or in the hall.  You should make one fish per class.  As a writing extension, older students can write a sentence or two describing the fish, where it lives, and/or where it is going.  Younger students can contribute one sentence to a “class story” about the fish, where it lives, and where it is going.

Vocabulary:

	Aquatic
	growing or living in or upon water



	Backbone
	the column of bones along the center of the back of vertebrate animals, including humans, made up of separate bones



	Balance
	an influence or force tending to produce equilibrium



	Camouflage
	a means of concealment that creates the effect of being part of the natural surroundings


	Cartilage
	a tough, elastic, whitish animal tissue


	Dorsal
	on or toward the top backside of a fish; the dorsal fin is on the top



	Fin
	the appendages for swimming and balancing which extend from the body of a fish


	Fish
	an active, aquatic, cold-blooded creature with a backbone characterized by having fins, gills, and in some cases, scales



	Gill
	the respiratory organ of fishes and various aquatic invertebrates



	Invertebrate
	having no backbone or spinal column


	Lateral line
	a sense unique to fish.  This line, or canal, of nerve organs runs along

each side of a fish’s body to the tail.  In some fish, the sensitivity is so 
highly developed it makes them acutely aware of even the most subtle 
flow of water.



	Mammal
	any of a large class of warm-blooded, usually hairy vertebrates whose offspring are fed with milk secreted by the female mammary glands


	Pectoral fin
	the fins on each side of the fish’s body near the gills


	Predator
	any animal that captures and feeds upon other animals


	Prehensile
	grasping or grabbing


	Reptile
	any of a class of cold-blooded vertebrates having lungs, an entirely bony skeleton, and a body covered with scales or horny plates


	Scales
	any of the thin, flat, overlapping, rigid, horny plates forming the outer protective covering of the body in many fishes and reptiles and of the tails of a few mammals


	Vertebrate
	having a backbone or spinal column
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